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Dear Comrades and Auxiliary Members,

The Post/Auxiliary Meat Raffle originally scheduled for Friday, May 15th has been
postponed until Saturday, October 24th. As the event gets closer, we will once
again be looking for members to purchase tickets and volunteer. Events like the
Meat Raffle help raise funds for our annual community events such as the Easter
Bunny Breakfast, Trunk or Treat, and the Children’s Christmas Party. Without
successful fundraisers, these events may have to be canceled, and | would truly
hate to see that happen.

A reminder that the Annual Poppy Drive will be held Memorial Day weekend on
Friday, May 22nd, Saturday, May 23rd, and Sunday, May 24th, 2026, at the
Hamburg Walmart located on Southwestern Boulevard from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
| understand this is a busy time for everyone; however, | am only asking for one
hour of your time over the course of the three-day event. We are looking for
volunteers to assist with the Poppy Drive by standing or sitting outside the
Walmart entrances (grocery, main, and garden center) to collect donations from
Walmart patrons. You do not have to approach anyone — people come to you.
Many community members know this is a yearly tradition and look forward to
receiving their poppy flower.

Volunteer sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the lounge, or you may
contact John Redmond at (716) 863-3911 for additional information. All money
collected is deposited into the Post/Auxiliary Relief Fund account and is used to
assist veterans and their families in times of need. Poppies and collection cans will
be available prior to Memorial Day weekend. Once you have completed your
collection shift, please return all donations and any leftover poppies to the Post.
Memorial Day ceremonies will be held on Saturday, May 23rd at 9:30 a.m. at
Lakeside Cemetery in the Field of Valor. The ceremony will include a presentation,
21-gun salute, and the playing of Taps.

On Monday, May 25th at 10:00 a.m., the Honor Guard will participate in the
Memorial Day Parade, beginning at Pleasant Avenue and concluding at Memorial
Park, where a brief ceremony will be held. At 2:00 p.m., we will hold our Post
ceremony followed by a lunch prepared by our Auxiliary members. | hope all
members will bring their friends and families to support these important
ceremonies.

Beginning Sunday, June 7th, we will kick off our Music on the Patio series from
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. All are welcome to bring a chair and enjoy live music on the
patio. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be available for purchase. We simply ask that



no outside alcohol be brought onto VFW grounds, as the lounge will be open for
beverages of your choice. A flyer with the band schedule is included in this
newsletter and can also be found on the Hamburg Township VFW Post 1419
Facebook page.

Line Dancing is coming to VFW Post 1419 Oakwood! If you enjoy dancing and
showing off your boot-scootin’ boogie, join us on Wednesday, May 27th from 7:00
p.m.to 10:00 p.m. The event will then continue on the third Wednesday of each
month thereafter. The cost is only $6.00, so grab your dancing partners and come
out for a fun-filled evening.

Military holidays observed during the month of May include:

* May 8th - Military Spouse Appreciation Day

* May 9th-17th - Armed Forces Week

* May 16th - Armed Forces Day

* May 25th - Memorial Day

“Qur flag does not fly because the wind moves it. It flies with the last breath of
each soldier who died protecting it.” — Unknown

On May 10th, we celebrate the strength, sacrifice, and unconditional love of
mothers everywhere. You are truly appreciated.

In Commandership,
Amy Owczarczak, Commander

AmyOVFW1419@hotmail.com
(716) 432-0829

Editor's Comments

Hello fellow Post 1419 and Auxiliary members. As stated in our April edition, the membership directory has
been scrubbed. | can report that of the 583 newsletters sent out last month, 19 were returned as
"undeliverable" for an incorrect address mailing rate of 3%. This is a pretty good improvement

considering that previously we were not reaching 254 members. For this May edition, we have chosen
alternative email addresses for those 19 members. | want to again say there will be some of you who are
receiving this Post Sentinel newsletter for the first time and we welcome you to our group. Please note that
for a few members with no good email address on file we chose to use a family member's and wish to ask if
you could share this with your VFW or Auxiliary family member. If you would like to provide an alternative email
address, or wish to no longer receive our newsletter, please contact me at viwpost1419@gmail.com. If you
have any suggestions for future submissions you can share your ideas with me at the same email. For
additional resources visit our Post website at vfiw1419.org. Our webmaster for this site is Carlos Ortiz and if
you have any questions or problems with the site he can be contacted at cortiz7843@aol.com.
Additionally, please visit our Facebook page for important information that may become available to you

in between our monthly newsletters. Thank you.

A Proud American,
Phil Kiefer

POST SENTINEL NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

The Deadline for our next month is June 5, 2026. All submissions should be sent via email to:
viwpost1419@gmail.com




NEWS FROM OUR VFW POST BAR

Beginning on June 1, 2026, all domestic draft beer will increase from $2.00 to $3.00 per glass.

NEWS FROM POST 1419 AUXILIARY

The Auxiliary held their annual nomination and election of officers on Monday, April 27th. The
officers for the upcoming year are:

President- Katy Blaszkiewicz Trustee 3-year Heather Strebel Chaplain Terry Walker
Junior Vice Pres Albert St Trustee 2-year Marcia Kieffer Patriotic Instructor Mary Dinan
Treasurer Gloria Duman Guard Jane Tupis Historian Kara Siulc
Secretary Kara Siulc Conductor Chris Wright

| want to take this opportunity to remind you that Poppy Donation Collections are occurring later this month and | urge
you to sign up as a Volunteer. Please remember which door you have signed up for at Walmart and make sure you go to

that door. The list is posted to avoid the same confusion created last year when a person went to the wrong door and
refused to go to the agreed upon location. | lost a Volunteer last year because of this and with so few people signing up,
we really can't afford to have someone walk away. When your agreed upon time is over, please place your collections in

a zip loc bag with your name written inside and either dropped off at the post or given to an Auxiliary Member. Money
collected by Auxiliary Members is deposited into our relief Fund and the money used to support Veterans, Active Military
and their families.

All of our Heartfelt condolences to Jack and Mary Dinan in the loss of their son Jeff in April.

As always, WEAR RED ON FRIDAYS to show your support of all deployed military members.
Katy Blaszkiewicz
President

HONOR GUARD

Hi everybody!!! well the weather has finally broken and the flowers and trees are blooming. I's about time. Have some news to
share so let's getright too it...June is Honor Guard fund raiser and there are still alot of tickets to sell so come on in and help out
your Honor Guard by purchasing some raffle tickets or get a ticket to our Gala. It's a good time and probably would be the best $15
you'll spend for the day. Our raffle tickets are $10 a ticket and is a good price for what you can win. we will have a side raffle also so
getyour ticket and come join the fun. May is somewhat of a busy month for the Honor Guard with Memorial Day on the 25th of this
month. The 23rd we will be at performing our ceremony t the field of valor at Lakeside cemetery. The time for the 23rd Field of Valor
is 0900hrs and on Memorial Day our ceremony is at 1400hrs at our post . Hope to see you all there. I'll be signing off for now so as
usual God Bless America our Troops who are serving and to those who have served. Least us not forget the those who gave the

ultimate sacrifice may they restin piece.

Yours in comradeship,
Don Hancock
Honor Guard Capt.




CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

Dear Brother and Sister Comrades,

Our hearts, prayers and condolences are with Jack & Mary Dinan and family on the recent loss of their
son Jeff after a long battle with cancer. Jeff was our first Gulf War Member. We continue our prayers for
Jerry Welsted, Don Hancock and Patrick Bapst for healing and full recovery; and for any others of whom |
may not be aware. | am often asked how a loving God can allow such suffering and misery as we witness
and experience. After 35 years of being a pastor and chaplain, | do not have all the answers, but | do know
that God is love and a loving God. | know that in the fall of man the earth was cursed. | know according
toJesus Christand the Apostle Paul that there isindeed a “price of the power of the air,” and a “ruler of
this world". That is the battle we daily experience. As military men and women we can understand that,
but this enemy never takes R & R. One day he and death will be totally defeated, but we can still live
victoriously now. Our worship, our love, devotion and living a life of faith determine how we navigate the
tribulations of this world which Jesus said we would all experience. He then told us to be of good cheer for
for He had overcome the world. That is how we do it, in Him by faith. Jesus told His disciples that at His
departure from this earth He would not leave us alone but would send "another Comforter," speaking

of the Holy Spirit. We have His Holy Word and Spirit available to us for comfort, guidance and strength

on this fallen earth. With brothers and sisters in harm's way in the middle East we remember those we
have recently lost in battle and pray for their families especially as we approach another Memorial Day.
We pray for divine safety and protection for those who are defending the gates of freedom against our
enemies. There is no lack of suffering on this fallen earth, but at the same time the joy of the Lord can be
our strength, and we can have His promised peace now. Don't just look with eyes of 60, 70, 80, or 90
years but see eternally forever because THIS is not all there is.

...here if you need me,

Brent
716-310-1948
trefoilbwd@verizon.net

If you wish to add yourself or someone else's name from our VFW or Auxiliary who is sick, in the hospital, or has passed,
please contact Brent directly. If you find yourself in need of conversation, comfort or spriatial advice, give him a call.
comfort or spiritual advice, give him a call. Auxiliary Chaplain Terry Walker is also available for your

needs. Please reach out to Terry at 716-912-6849.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As avolunteer organization we count on our members for assistance in various ways. We are a large post
with almost 600 members and our needs are ongoing, but typically only require small amounts of your time. Even though
many have moved over the years, we still have 518 members living in WNY close to our post within a short drive. Please
scroll through our monthly listings to see what available jobs you would be able to help us out with. It's a good way to

work with friends or make new ones.
* We need some volunteers to help man our hot dog cart at the Hamburg Burgerfest on Saturday July 18th.

If you can help fill a shift please contact John Redmond at 716-863-3911.

* We also need volunteers to man our hot dog cart for each of our Summer Concert Series events on the
following Sundays from 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m: 6/7,6/14, 6/21,6/28, 7/5,7/12, 7/19, 7/26, 8/2, 8/9, 8/23, and 8/30.
Please contact John Redmond at 716-863-3911 to schedule a time when you can help us. This is the largest
event we are holding this year and we need some people to cook dogs while listening to some great tunes.




* One of our most important volunteer needs is for members to work setting up tables & chairs for events at our
Oakwood Banquet Facility. We then tear it down, do some light cleaning and set back up for a new event. We probably
average 1to 2 events per week. Each work session is about 45 minutes. We run 2 crews. The morning crew starts around
11:00 but is flexible. The evening crew meets sometime after dinner. We give all workers 2 free drink chips per event
they volunteer for use at our post bar. This is not heavy work and averages 3 or 4 people. This month | want to explain
how this works a little differently. | understand if you have reluctance to commit to something ongoing which may
interfere with your daily schedule. The way this job works is this. All memberss in this group have their names and phone
numbers on file with the Oackwood Banquet Facility hall set-up supervisor. As set-up and tear down work becomes
available on the calendar the supervisor sends our a group text. Each person responds with their availability. Some
people have a doctor's appointment on that day and time or somethig else that prevents them from helping out. Thatis
not a problem and it happens all the time. So you would not have to make every set-up. We just need a larger group so
that the same people don't have to do it all the time. So if you can help out please contact Don Welsted at 716-308-
1528.

e We are also in need of 1 or 2 people (maybe do it with a friend), to do an occasional "handyman" job here & there.
These jobs are light in nature and one & done. They are the type of things you do at home. We hire contractors for major
HVAC work or construction jobs so we are not asking anybody to do that type of work. If you can help out please contact

Don Welsted at 716-308-1528 or Chris Hull at 716-462-2195.

VFW Post 1419 Member Submission

Auxiliary member Nicole Franz came across the information in this section below and found it important
enough to share with our Post membership. And | know you will all agree. The resources are highlighted as links
so that anyone can click on them and be taken directly to the sites. Thank you Nicole for taking the time to pass
this along. Your initiative exemplifies what Military Appreciation Month is all about.

"Military Appreciation Month was initially recognized by a resolution in the U.S. Senate in 1999 and traditionally
takes place every year throughout the entire month of May, reminding people to celebrate this month that pays
tribute to those who have sacrificed so much." Check out this link for more specific Military Appreciation Month

events sprinkled throughout May.
https://www.uso.org/stories/2699-what-is-military-appreciation-month

Thank you for your service and we wish you a safe and happy Military Appreciation Month.

Helpful Resources:

Veterans Crisis Line: 988, Option 1

TalkSpace: Online counseling and therapy for Veterans

Find VA locations

VA Helpful Phone Numbers

NYS Dept of Veteran's Services

National Call Center for Homeless Veterans: 877-424-3838 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Vet Center Call Center: 1-877-927-8387 is an around-the-clock confidential call center where Veterans, service members and their

families can talk about their military experience or any other issue they are facing in transitioning after military service or trauma
and get connected to their nearest Vet Center.

Worried About A Veteran: is an online resource designed to help prevent suicide among veterans and service members. It was
developed to be a family-focused resource to assist military families and caregivers with talking to a veteran or service member
during a time of mental health distress.




POST 1419 MEMBER OWNED BUSINESSES
When possible, please consider supporting our Veteran and Auxiliary owned businesses.
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I iy IF YOU ARE A POST 1419 MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING,
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bfficamibtoomnatusinessca INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION OF OUR MONTHLY

) NEWSLETTER, CONTACT PHIL KIEFER AT 716-868-0804.
For general bookkeeping and

accounting services contact Matthew Ortiz at 716-983-
2452

SOME FUN IDEAS FOR OUR MEMBERS

Members often express ideas of things we could do for fun. Start a corn hole league, a pinochle group, a book club, bird watching,

hiking group? We have people interested in participating in a trivia contest group on Thursday nights, but just need a coordinator.

Contact Stacy Suto at 716-998-6999 and she can help get you in touch with someone to assist you in getting things up and going.

We can take your ideas and post them in our next newsletter. And place a sign-up sheet at the post and advertise on our FB page.
The important thing is somebody has to start the ball rolling. Is that person you?

Interested in a Buffalo Sabres Watch Party? We have members joining together at our
Post bar to cheer on our hometown team while watching the games on 5 screens.




QUOTE OR FACTOID FROM DEBBIE BAKER

CRIBBAGE ANYONEN??

There is a Cribhage Club that meets at K . h doi . han k .
our Post the 1st, 31'(1, & SthWednesda}r nowing w at you cannot do is more |mp0rtantt an kKnowing

each month from September through what you can do. In fact, that's good taste.
May. If anyone is interested in joining

in, contact Robyn Boldt at ) Luqlle Ba.“' )
716-648-1830 for more details. "Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible." —
Dalai Lama

YOUR NEW FUN ACTIVITY ADVERTISED HERE

Historical Facts Of Our Post
From time to time we will publish some interesting history about our post. One of our Directors, Russ Deveso, provided
the following, transcribed from an neat old undated document in our archives. Thank you Russ.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Post 1419, Hamburg, New York, is a fraternal, patriotic,
historical, charitable and educational organization.

VFW Post 1419 founded by National Charter in 1973, preserves and strengthens comradship among its members;
perpetuates the memory and history of our deceased; we assist their widows and orphans; we maintain true
allegiance to the government of the United States and fidelity to its constitution and laws; we foster true patriotism;
maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom and last but not least, we preserve and defend the United
States from all her enemies.

In 1975, the founding fathers of Post 1419 led by Lake Views's own WWII hero, Darby Ranger, James "Jimmy" Palmer,
formed a 501 (c) 19 "Not For Profit" corporation under Federal and New York State law, that to be named "Hamburg
Lakeshore Overseas Veterans, Inc." the home to VFW Post 1419, Veterans Of Foreign Wars of the United States.
Since that time, it has grown from a handful of patriots to a membership of more than 400 members and from a very
small cottage to the magnificent campus of the present, which also includes, in recent years, the addition of the
Post 1419 Memorial Park and Museum".

Our membership operates a private lounge and a meeting room that can accommodate approximately 100 for

private meetings or gatherings that welcomes the public as sponsored guests or rentals. (Degal Room Holds 70)
We also operate a banquet facility, the "Oakwood Manor", that can accommodate approximately 300 (270) for

private meetings or gathering that welcomes the public as sponsored guests or rentals.

Approximately twenty-five years ago, the Post 1419 "Memorial Park and Museum" was established. The static
display area is clearly visible on Lakeview Road. The museum will have artifacts from our Nation's conflicts; the
evidence of our protection of America's freedom. The central purpose of the museum and display is to memorialize
all military veterans as captured by the quote, "All gave some, some gave all". We will educate the community of the
sacrifices made to preserve and defend the Constitution of the United States.

By National Charter, VFWSs are only allowed to publicly solicit funds one time per year, around Memorial Day. All the

money collected goes to a "Relief Fund dedicated to our disabled veterans.
The Veterans of VFW Post 1419 are very proud of our legacy and proud to be leaders and protectors of the Lake View

community.




Flier Section

VFW 1419 & AUXILIAR)
m- MEAT RAFFLE

6PM — DOORS OPEN
7PM — FIRST SPIN -

OAKWOCOD MANCR .

2985 lL.ake View Rd
Hamburg., NY 14075

Tickets also available at the Bar in the Post Lounge

Bring your own singles, snacks,
and a cooler for your winnings!
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VFW POST 1419

T Every flrst Saturday
of the month

Karaoke starts at7PM-?
Food served 6 PM to 10 PM

BAR FOOD AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE

2985 Lakeview Road, Hamburg
Open to the Public!
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EXCITING SUMMERTIME NEWS

Our Summer Concert Series, AKA Music On The Patio, is officially booked with bands set to play all summer long. |
think it is approprate to thank our board of directors for allocating the funds to operate such a fun event. Not only
will our membership enjoy the music, but these free concerts will give Post 1419 increased visibility throughout the
community and establish noticeable goodwill. We have some really good bands playing for us. Two of them include
Buffalo Hall Of Fame members. There is a wide range of music that everyone can enjoy. You can use the fliers below
to pass along to your families, friends, neighbors, co-workers and post on your FB pages. The first flier promotes the
entire summer event and there are individual fliers for each band. If you know of a business in the area that can
display our entire event flier, print one out and hang it up. Help get the word out so that we can make this a BIG
SUCCESS!!!

Did I memtion we need volunteers to help cook hot dogs and
hamburgers? If are able to lend a hand please contact John Redmond
at 716-863-3911
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VFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Presents

Friends Acoustic Duo
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Sunday June 7, 2026
2:00 —5:00 PM
2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075
On our patio (weather permitting) otherwise in our Post Lounge
Free to the public — Bring your lounge chairs

Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drlnks from our bar
No outside food or drinks allowed



VFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Presents
The Major Thirds
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The Acoustic Project (TAP) in Harmony

Whao Are We?

TheMajor Thirds bilends up acoustic guitars, bass guitar, basic percussion (Carl's Kick) and 3-part vocal harmoniesto
createour =ound. lourney with us aswe pay homage to bands from the 60'stothe S0's. This is not your average
acoustic act!

The Group

From Leftto Right:

Carl Ashley - guitar, vocals, banjo, percussion
JoeSchneider - vocals, guitar, percussion

Bill Drew - bass, vocals, keys

Sunday June 14, 2026

2:00 PM — 5:00 PM
On our patio (weather permitting) otherwise in our Post Lounge
Free to the public — Bring your lounge chairs
Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar
No outside food or drinks allowed




VFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Presents

Solo Music

Dave Adrian
45 Years Experience
Vocals, Guitar, Kevs

Saxophone,
Jazz, Rock, Country

70% 805 & 90%

2085 Lakeview Rd., Hamburg, NY 14075
Sunday June 21, 2026
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (on our patio, weather permitting) Otherwise inside our Post Lounge

Free to the public - Bring your lawn chairs
Mo cutside food or drinks allowed. Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar.




VAW Post 14189 = = Presents Free To The Public
AWARD-WINMING, RECORDIMG ARTIST, AND 4X JOSIE MUSHS AWARDS NOMINEE

UFW ""908‘7‘1419
SUNDAY

JUNE 28TH

PERFORMAMNCES BY
DALE FUCE SR OR

2-5PM

VIFW POST 1419
2985 LAKEVIEW RD. HAMBURG NY

ROCKABILLYSTEVEANDBR3.COM




VFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Is Proud To Present

' BOB JAMES
) LIVE MUSIC

Classic songs for
fun & more

716-912-6172

Call or txt or email
bobjames1@aol.com

Sunday July 5, 2026
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075
Free to the public — Bring vour lounge chairs

Hot dogs and hamburgers available from our bar
No outside Food Or Drinks Allowed




IVFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Presents

Jay medonnell » michael trig lelumann ¢ jim medonnell

JayMelonnel|

Songs That You Love... From Guys Who Can Sing

Sunday July 12, 2026

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM On our patio (weather permitting) otherwise in our Post Lounge
Free to the public - Bring your lounge chairs
Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar
No outside Food Or Drinks Allowed




i'\!FW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series Is Proud To Present

Jim Brydentstein

EN]JOY THE BEST MUSIC OF YOUR LIFE!

BR&THER
AMES

& Friends

Classic Rock, Folk, Country and Popular Favorites

Great Songs you'll love from the 60's & T0's,
right through today's light rock & country hits

Sunday July 19, 2026
2:00 PM — 5:00 PM

2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075
On our patio (weather permitting) otherwise in our Post Lounge

Free to the public — Bring your lounge chairs
Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar

No Outside Food Or Drinks Permitied



VFW Post 1419 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES Is Proud To Present
Argyle Street Band

Or[sm ens:

Buttalo. 1Y

In the 1970's a group of Buffalo musicians headed to LA, the epicenter of the music industry. After finding their common
musical roots and a band name that honored their Hollywood “digs”, they headed back to Buffalo where they created
their legacy. A Sportmen’s Tavern mainstay in Buffalo, NY, Post 1419 is honored to welcome Buffalo Hall Of Fame
member Doug Morgano on guitar, Terrie George (vocals), Pete Holguin (drums and vocals), Ron Davis (keyboards and
vocals), Steve Sadoff (bass) and Matt Harris (tenor sax)

Sunday July 26, 2026
2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (on our patio weather permitting) Otherwise inside our Post building lounge

FREE TO THE PUBLIC - BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS

No outside food or drinks allowed. Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar.



VFW Post 1419 Presents a Summer Concert Series Featuring
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Sunday August 2, 2026

2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075
2:00 PM — 5:00 PM {on our patio weather permitting) Otherwise inside our post lounge

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS

Mo outside food or drinks allowed, Hot and hamburgers availabde and drinks from our bar,



MFW Post 1419 Summer Concert ¢
Presents Free To The Publ|c

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (On our patm weather permlttmg} Otherwise in our Post Lounge

Your Law
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VFW Post 1419 Summer Concert Series
Is Proud To Present

BiLLryY BoB DuU©

Classic & Fun Songs You Know and Love

Sunday August 23, 2026
2:00 PM — 5:00
2985 Lakeview Rd., Hamburg, NY 14075
On our patio (weather permitting) otherwise in our Post Lounge
Free to the public — Bring your lawn chairs

Hot dogs and hamburgers available and drinks from our bar

No outside liguor permitted



HAMBURG VFW POST 1419
Presents

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30"
2:00 PM — 5:00 PM

One of WNY ’s greatest party bands,
playing Oldies, Rock n” Roll,
Classic Rock, Country, Disco

and so much more. //_)i

2985 Lakeview Rd. Hamburg, NY 14075

Free to the public — Bring your lawn chairs

Hot dogs and hamburgers available from our bar

No outside alcohol allowed




